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Biographical Note

Maurice Howe Richardson, M.D., was born December 31, 1851, in Athol, Massachusetts, and
died July 31, 1912. He was Surgeon-in-Chief at Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH) and
Moseley Professor of Surgery at Harvard Medical School (HMS). His professional career
spanned the period between pre-antiseptic and antiseptic surgery.

Richardson studied medicine under Dr. Edward Brooks Peirson (1820-1874), a highly regarded
local physician, entered HMS in 1874, and received his M.D. in 1877. Immediately after
graduation he began a private practice and also worked as an assistant at HMS’s Anatomy
Department. Through his work at HMS’s Anatomy Department Richardson began anatomical
training that greatly contributed to his education and practice in surgery.

In 1882, Richardson became an outpatient surgeon at MGH, and a visiting surgeon in 1886. In
1888, he became the first New England physician to give up his private general practice for
surgery. Between 1882 and 1912 Richardson held several faculty positions at HMS. He
succeeded J. Collins Warren (1842-1928) as Moseley Professor of Surgery in 1907 and held this
position until his death in 1912,

Richardson contributed writings covering a wide range of surgical topics to many professional
publications. More specifically, the subjects pertained to abdominal surgery. Richardson worked
with Dr. Reginald Heber Fitz (1843-1913) in early appendix research and his research and
writings contributed to the early diagnosis and surgical prevention of appendicitis.

Contents Note

The Collection contains reprints of Dr. Maurice Howe Richardson’s published papers. The dates
of the published materials span from 1892 until Dr. Richardson’s deathin 1912. The professional
publications and associations to which the writings in this collection relate include: Boston
Medical and Surgical Journal, Annals of Surgery, The Medical News, American Surgical
Association, Southern Surgical and Gynecological Association, Maine Medical Association,
Medical Register, The Medical Age, The St. Paul Medical Journal, Interstate Medical Journal,
Massachusetts Medical Society, and The Canadian Journal of Medicine and Surgery.

Also included is a memorial to Dr. Richardson written by his colleague Dr. Reginald Heber Fitz
(1843-1913) and a “thank you” note written to Fitz regarding his memorial from Edward H.
Risley, M.D.
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